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Introduction

THE ARABIC ALPHABET

Arabicis written from the right to the left. The Arabic alphabet has 29 letters. Before vou learn
anvthing more about the alphabet, do the following exercise.

1. Letter Shapes Exercise. This exercise is designed to make you think about shapes
and help you identify common features. It is not designed to see if you have already
memorised the Arabic alphabet. There is therefore, no single “correct’’ answer.

*  Cut out the cards in the writing practice materials section at the back of this book.
*  Spread these cards out on a table and look at the shapes on each card.

*  Try arranging the shapes into logical groups: start by looking at their overall shape,
then move on to other features, such as dots and tails.

*  When you have done this, try to explain vour arrangement to your teacher and
classmates. Listen to the comments they have to make and be prepared to argue your
case.

*  Finally, look at the Alphabet Shapes and Groups table in the writing practice materials
section at the back of this book to see how your arrangement compares.

The shapes you have just arranged are the 29 letters of the Arabic alphabet as they appear
when written alone. (Each letter has two or three slightly different shapes, depending on
whether it is used at the beginning, middle, or end of a word, or alone.) Before vou practise
writing the letters however, vou must learn their sounds.

All but eight of the 29 sounds in the Arabic alphabet exist in English or its dialects. Look at the
table on the next page and the ‘map’ of your mouth and throat and do the following exercise.

2. Letter Sounds Exercise. Listen and repeat each letter of the alphabet. Pay close
attention to what part of your mouth or throat you are using to produce each sound.
Check this with the ‘mouth map’ and your teacher. Don’t just rely on the example
words in the sound column!

The eight sounds unfamiliar to English speaker are marked with an asterisk*® in the table. Of
these, the group of ‘emphatic’ consonants--§ =, d >, ¢ L andz L--presents the greatest
problem. These sounds are characterised by a ‘heavy’ resonance which contrasts to the ‘light’
or ‘thin’ sound of the corresponding plain consonants s L, d 3, ¢ < and z ;. To get the
pronunciation right, begin by saying the ‘light’ version, for example s L. asin ‘Sam’. You will
notice that the tip of your tongue touches the area just behind vour upper front teeth. Now say
it again, depressing the middle of yvour tongue (5 on the mouth map) and tensing the tongue
muscles as you say it. This will cause the vowel sound to change and the whole word becomes
more like ‘psalm’ than ‘Sam’. The reason for this is that by depressing your tongue, you have
created a larger space between your tongue and the roof of your mouth. Then try this technique
with each of the other three emphatic letters.
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Name
Alif

Baa
Foa

Thaa

Jiim

Hag*

Khaa
Daah
Zaal

Raa

Siin
Shiin
Saad*
Daad*
Taa*

Zexa

g’
Ghayn
Faa

Qaaf*

Kaaf
Laam
Miim
Nuun

Hea
Waaw
Yaa

Taa marbuuta

Hamza

Alone
|

(

G C

a ™

PG G GG oo

G: [, 0o e

o C-v [ G

o) G

End
L

T T S L I T O O

¢ boreer

MG S AT G

Middle

x L

b b

X &
X &

X

FEb bbb

e b ke b

b:

+ bR

X

¢

—_

=

First Trans
x| aa
- b
!

i th
i
5
= 7
= kh

X 4 d

X 3 d
Z

X ¥
X 5 z
— 5
— sh
—_ ._S*
~> a*
s ¥
Lo

2*
s a*
- gh
-4 /
3 7
iy g*
< k
a {
- i
= b
- h

X g w(uufoo)

—  y(iilee)
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Sound

asin ‘car’ or

asin ‘ma’am’

asin ‘bet

asin ‘till’

sometimes as in ‘thin’

sometimes as ‘tll’
sometimes as in ‘Sam’
asin 'jam’

breathe out forcibly

from throat as if
cleaning glasses

as in Scottish ‘lech’
asin ‘dim’

usually as in ‘dim’
sometimes as in ‘zing'
asin atrilled tun’
asin ‘zinc'

asin ‘Sam’

as in shoe

almost as in ‘psalm’
almost as in ‘dumb’
almost asin tar’

usually as in ‘domb’
sometimes as in ‘zeal’

a voiced version of &

a voiced version of kh
asin ‘off’

usually asin the sound

between ‘uh oh’
(a glottal stop)

SOMmetmes as a
deep-throated k

asin ‘king’

asin ‘laugh’

asin ‘moon’

asin ‘neat’

asin ‘hang’

asin ‘wet (seepg 13)
asin ‘yet’ (see pg 13)
usually asin ‘pet’
sometimes as in ‘cat’
a glottal stop

Legend: * sounds unfamiliar to an English speaker. . cannot join to a letter following
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Name
Alif

Baa
Taa

Thaa

Jiim

Haa*

Khaa
Diaah
Zaal

Raa

Siin
Shiin
Saad*
Daad*
Taa*

Zaa

gayn*
Ghayn
Faa

Qaaf*

Kagf
Laam
Miim
Nuun

Heaa
Waaw
Yaa

Taa marbuuta

Harmza

Alone

(e

(=

G: (O e b—%% G G o e

o C-v» C [~ G

oy G

End
L

@ @ olf

S

FrS S e
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RS N S Wy R Y R e

Middle

x L

b bk

!

T

X
¢

o+

(=

First Trans
x| aa
— b
Y
A th

t
s
= i
= kh

X 4 d

X 3 d
z

X r
) z
—u s
i sh
—_ ._S*
—s a*
a *
L g

_2*
< ff*
- gh
-5 f
= 7
i aq*
< k
i {
- i
= i
- h

X g w(uuloo)
- y(ilee)
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Sound

asin ‘ar’ or

asin ‘ma am’

asin ‘bet’

asin ‘tll’

sometimes as in ‘thin’
sometimes as ‘till’
sometimes as in ‘Sam’
asin ‘jam’

breathe out forcibly

from throat as if
cleaning glasses

as in Scottish ‘loch’
asin ‘dim’

usually as in ‘dim’
sometimes as in ‘zing'
asin atrilled run’
asin ‘zinc’

asin ‘Sam’

as in shoe

almost as in ‘psalm’
almost as in ‘dumb’
almost as in ‘tat’

usually as in ‘duomb’
sometimes as in ‘zeal’

a voiced version of k

a voiced version of kh
asin ‘off’

usvally asin the sound

between ‘uh oh’
(a glottal stop)

sometimes as a
deep-throated k

asin ‘king’

asin ‘laugh’

asin ‘moon’

asin ‘neat’

asin ‘hang’

asin ‘wet’ (see pg 13)
asin ‘vet’ (see pg 13)

usually as in ‘pet’
sometimes as in ‘cat’

a glottal stop

Legend: * sounds unfamiliar to an English speaker. 5 cannot join to a letter following
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3. Letter Writing Practice. Each letter has two or three slightly different shapes,
depending on whether it is used alone or at the beginning, middle, or end of a word.
Use the worksheets to practise writing the letters. Make sure you follow the direction
of the arrows. As you write each letter practise saying the sound.

Note that letters which have ‘tails’ looping below the line lose them when they are joined to
another letter.

Similarly shaped letters with a different number of dots might be hard to remember. To help
you, you can make up reminder phrases, for example

*  onedotnorthis 5, »

+ one dotbelow is _ b

«  pwodots above is ¢

+  three dots above is & th

* two dots below _.remind you of e-y-es, while if you tilt your head when you look at
s atthe end of a word, it looks like this  ..ay!

4. Can you identify letters within words? Circle all the letters which correspond
with the letter on the right (regardless of position), for example

S AT T

L ' <

t
©
(-

i
5
T
-

PEe b bt @
7 E
vy Fob e
T ¥

ek & el d

X v £as Jsc 3

J s 9 A 4

ey o -8 s 059 2

N 0 o s >
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5. The words in the column on the right are all names of capitals, and the words in
the column on the left are all countries. Match each capital with its country. Refer to
the table on page 3 if you need to. Note that except at the beginning of a word w sand

¥ (s can also be pronounced uu (or 00) and ii (or ee) respectively.

o b

.|~:.|$

sl
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6. Write each of the words in the previous exercise. The rule of thumb when joining
letters is

all letters can be joined to the previous letter;

all but six letters--aa |, # , .z 5 .d s .dfz 3, and w s --can be joined to the letter
following; and

try not to take your pen off the paper (unless a letter cannot be joined) until you have
finished writing the whole word, then go back and add the dots.

I
& o ® Rre
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7. This exercise is to help you identify word shapes. Circle the two matching words,
as shown in the example.

=y 5ok Job Aol Jsss
b alls s oW ol s Al
S8 ok LS L M ol wals
LIS sS Las LoK ST SR T
<L Jk <k <L <L oL b

(S5 daala Liwad 3,0 Lsid  dwad s
k”__\_\JLL“ 3‘)3 m H*\A*\AH u.\*\ln ZJ ..” H—JJ9 J l_\sgg
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