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FUNCTION B: DESCRIBING YOUR COUNTRY]

NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES e¢ Remember that there is no ‘it’ in Arabic. All nouns are either
masculine or feminine. You can usually identify feminine nouns because they end with a taa
marbuuta 3or L. There are some exceptions including balad 1l (a country), which is feminine
but does not end in ataa marbuuta 3 or 4. Most names of countries and cities are also
feminine.

Adjectives--words used to describe something--follow the noun they describe and must match
the noun exactly in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (single or plural). As we
mentioned above, feminine adjectives usually end with a taa marbuuta. Therefore, in the
sentence

ostraalya balad kbiire Australiais a big country 3 .S by L 5l

balad 5L (a country) and kbiire 3 ;.S (big) are both feminine and singular. (Both masculine
and feminine forms of the adjective are given in the vocabulary list to help you remember
them.)

The sound of the taa marbuuta % or L is either ‘a’ or 'e’, depending on which letter comes
before it (explained in more detail on page 13). Simply, consonants that you are familiar with
in English, such as & ot f c and so on, are followed by an ‘e’ sound while consonants
peculiar to Arabic, such as k2 - and ki , are followed by an ‘a’ sound.

1. Practise saying both the masculine and feminine form of each of the adjectives

below.

a. hélu, hélwe beautiful, nice, good, sweet 3ola ¢ gla
b, kbiir! kbiire big 35S / 5asS
c. sghiir | sghiire small 3ydn / yidia
d. jdiid ! jdiide new, modern daada /o aaaa
e. gadiim [gadiime old Lasid / asad
f.  gariib ! qariibe near L ,8 /o yd
g. bgiid!bgiide far Biaas / daan
h. ghani / ghanivye rich Lad /Al
i fagiir | fagiira poor 3,aid / J;.EA
i.  ghaali i ghaalyve expensive Ll / Jdle
k. rkhiis [ rkhiisa cheap and ; / ua;.;J

CONJUNCTION “AND” ¢ Using w , (and), you can string together as many adjectives as you
like for example

ostraalya balad hélwe w jdiide w kbiire w by iide
Australia (is) a beautiful, new, large and distant country

Banas 5 8,maS g Bugaa g Bala aly Ll o]

Remember that the verb “tobe” is not used in a simple sentence like this.
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2. Choose as many adjectives as you like to describe the countries listed below.
Remember balad 1L, is feminine, for example

ostraalya balad kbiire w b iide. Buaas 5 B3 maS aly Lyl
a. aneerka balad s K,
b. briitaanya balad ol Lol o
c.  kanada balad als [ans
d. rmr_sér balad als jeas
e.  nyuu zidlanda balad als fanday s
f.  él-érdon balad als Hu,Yl
g.  suuriyya balad als L s
h. iébnaan balad als ol

Now describe a country of your choice. Don’t forget to use w 4 between each adjective.

1. balacd als




