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EXERCISES

FUNCTION A: COUNTING THINGS|

1. Listen to this typical drinks menu. Then write the words under the appropriate
pictures below.

él-mashruubaat Drinks b gdall
ey water e
g asiir bértgaan (freesh) orange juice {fresh) (Lo ,38) oS J_“‘_.;.c
gasiir leemuun lemon juice Osanl yiine
koola cola ¥ <
biira heer 3 o
nbiit abmar red wine el daad
nbiit abyac white wine oal i
garay araq Su<
gahwe coffee 3548
shaay tea b
zethtinracd herbal tea ol J:,_as 3
argiile hubble bubble pipe A< i

FEE
IR

c. d.
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USE OF “ONE” e¢ The number waahed 1al 4 (one) is only used for clarification or emphasis.
Syrians simply use the singular indefinite noun by itself to express “one” of anything.

sakn one plate O

fénjaan one cup slans

keaase one glass Ll
g

ganiine one bottle PR

Whenwaahed ial g 1is used for emphasis or clarification, it must match the noun in gender
(masculine or feminine), for example

gaszén wacahed one plate aal g pain
fénjaan wached one cup daly Hlana
kaase waahde one glass Baal g LwlS
ganiing waahde one bottle Baals ?t_‘_):ﬁ\

USE OF “GLASS” e¢ (Glasses are not classified according to their shape but rather according
to whether they contain an alcoholic drink or not. An ordinary glass is kaase L€ while one
containing alcohol becomes kaas (K.

DUAL NOUNS e¢ There is a special convention for talking abouttwo of anything. Two of
anything is called a ‘dual’. The simple formula is to add -een (s~ to the end of a singluar
noun, for example

sahén one plate o

sahineen two plates Crias

Of course, if the noun ends in a taa marbuuta 3 or Lit changes to ¢ . as follows
kaase one glass L

kaasteen two glasses ol

2. Look at the list of singular words below and write the dual in the space.

a. s_ha@és a person g
b.  kérsi a chair oS
c. taawle atable 4 45U
d. sékkiine a knife L:;SJ.H
e. shooke afork PP
f. maglaga a spoon Lila e
g. [fénjaan acup olana
h. kaase a glass LK
1. ganiine a bottle aand
i. ébrigy a jug, a kettle G

k. sakn a plate, dish s
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PLURAL NOUNS e¢ From this chapter, both the singular and plural form of a noun are
included in the vocab list. Unfortunately, in Arabic there is no simple formula--like adding
‘s’ --for making singular nouns plural. After a while, you will begin to recognise various
patterns. In the beginning however, tryving to remember all the patterns at once is more confusing
than helpful. We will explain only two simple patterns here.

First, many masculine nouns are made plural by adding -Zin (s to the end, for example

maaliem mialiemiin ateacher, teachers ,:_AL_Q “J.a_a

mwazzeaf, nwazzafiin an employee, employees u:_an 4 cals 4
Second,feminine nouns which end in a taa marbuwta § or L are often made plural by dropping
the taa marbuuta 3 or L and adding -aat |- to the end, for example

savyaara, sayydaraot acar, cars Y [ SIS Y1

lugha, lughaat alanguage, languages el s

3. Select the plural from the words written underneath. Can you see any patterns?
Draw a line between plurals with matching patterns.

a. shakh % s
b. kérsi = S
¢ taawle 4
d. sékkiine @
e. shooke Pl
f. maglaga Lilas
g fénjaan Oland
h. kaase Tl
1. ganniing L
i. ébriky - - G 1
k. ;a{zén RPN
fanadjiin shookaat AL ralid
kasaat karaasi = < elulK
ashkhicas sckackiirn oS e la ]
shuun ganaani P L3 O
mag acaleg abariig o] Gl

taawlaat e gl
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4. Below is a list of plural nouns of words you should know. Write the singular
noun, for example

mhandesiin mhandes oudige Cpmsdig s
a. déblomaasiviin Crmala glin
b. garaayebiin Craal 53
c. mpallemiin U:_AJ.a_g
d. ésaatza 325 Lol
e. téllaab ok
f.  madaares ouylia
g sfuyf Sado
h. wazaayef il
i.  argaam als,
i bwaab e
k. shabaabiik el
L stwar BN
m. kétob s
n. dafaater alas
0. Jawariis RN U
. wraay Glosl
q. shénaati ] w2
r. jaradyed »_s_w‘l o
s.  mgjallaat olas
t.  savyaaraat ) gy o
u.  sadgaat elelo
v. nufaatiif c_)_“.l_u
w. ghéraf - PV
X. fanaadey Salas
y. shawaares & ol
z. mn¥stashfayaat S - PN
aa. matachef aalia
bb. gahaawi sslgd
cc. matadg em ‘»_\:cLla_a
dd. byrut s
ee. shégan S
ff. blaad M

Can you identify any patterns? Write the matching plural words in groups.
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PLURAL NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES e¢ Remember that adjectives follow the noun they
describe and must match the noun exactly in gender (masculine or feminine) and number
(single or plural). Most adjectives have a special plural form, for example

kbiir ! kbiire | kbaar GCaaly LS /i, K/ K
gadiint [gadiime [ gédama CeCualia slodd / daaid /auud
zaki | zakiyve | azkiva alCyChiCsa L&Al / E;S& /S

Some however, are made plural by adding -iin (s~ to the end of the masculine form of the

adjective, for example

hélu | hélwe | hélwiin

sosla /35la / sla

In Modern Standard Arabic and sometimes in Syrian, non-human plural nouns are described
by singular feminine adjectives.

5. Circle the correct form(s) of the adjective for each of the following words. Remember
that for non-human nouns you may use both the plural and feminine, for example

makaateb. kbii] kbiire | kbaar

a. balad: kbiir | kbiire | kbaar

b.  shabaabitk: sghilr | sghiire ! sghaar s /3 mie /b el L
c. gahaawi: gariib | gariibe | graab N RS- I S SIS RHPPY PR
d. matgam: biid | bgiide | bs aad sl / Bunas / s ankes
e. [énaadeq: rkhiis [ rkhiisa ! rkhaas el / Laad [/ pana Gulas
f.  tkhuute: ¢ ariid/ gariida | ¢ raad walye /lan e / G e tem Al
g. shanta: twiil | tgille | tgaal JUs /4bas / Jass s
h. skénaati: khafiif | khafiife ! khfaaf Sla /s /s s
1. qaarmus: smitk [ smitke [ smiaak Ao / ESiacs /o :‘_;..J_All\
i.  dfaater: rgiig [ miiga | raacg GL, /daas, / 6ad, ala
k. sahafiyiin: sméin ! smiine | smaan Olews / Linacs / (s 1
l.  mhandesa: tawiil | tawiile | twaal sk /dlisl / sk idwiigs
m. mgallem: gasiir [ gasiire /gsaar okl /3,0a8 / 1l ‘AJ.a_A
n.  ghérfe: ndiif | ndiife [ ndecf Sl /el /oaaliniia e
0. ktaab: jdiid ! jdiide [ jdaad, jédad dan aalaa /3aaa /e S
p.  byuut: gadiim Igadiime | gédama cland / dasad /‘4_343 qUp.
q. Wwlaad. fagiir | fagiira ! fégqara sl,88 /3 ymids / adaiady
v, déblomaasiyye: nahiif | nahiife | néhafa slias /daaan /caan il gl
5. bén‘t: zaki | zakiyye | azkiya L3l / H;SJ /S0 ey
t.  téllaah: ghabi | ghabiyye | aghbiya el /ey QA IR
u.  asaatze: ghani | ghaniyye ! aghniya lagl Jaane / u:;n 345 Ll
v. suwar. ghaali [ ghacive | ghaaliviin e J e /“uJLc PN
w. séfara: béshes | bésheal béshegiin O /i / t}‘"' vl phuw
X. sadgaat: mgattal | me attale | mp attaliin s s /llans / Joss ielelo
v. karaasi: mkassar [ mkassara f mkas sariin VLGNS UL Sy SSVIR N R
z. ékhwaat: hélu ! hélwe I hélwiin Cmsla /dsla /o sla ::;;I\,AI
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COUNTING BETWEEN 3-10 e¢ The most important rule about counting in Arabic is that the
plural noun is used only following numbers 3-10. For counting objects numbering 11 or more,
you use the SINGULAR noun. Look at the following examples

sahén one plate o
sahneen two plates Iriaa
Het shuun three plates Osama B
Ca.ﬁam shuurn ten plates Osoa ylie
iclag shar saln 11 plates Coin ydie s

Note the number always comes before the noun.

Naote that the numbers are slightly different to the ones you learnt in the first chapter. The first
difference is that the numbers 3-10 do not end in a taa marbuuta § or L.

The second difference is that an -a» ,— is added to the end of numbers 11-19. This means that
if you are counting you would say idas sh _ic |, but when you want to say “11 plates” you
must say ideg shar sah’n oun ydiess).

6. Write the Arabic underneath each of the pictures below.
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HOW MANY ....? e¢ The word kam ‘55 (how many) followed by a SINGULAR noun is used to
ask “how many...?”. When you enter a restaurant for example, the waiter might ask you

kam shakhs ? how many people? § e ‘;S

Don’t forget that if you reply with a number between 3-10, you must use the plural noun, for

example
arbag ashkhaas four people elasl )i

To ask "how many...are there?” you must put the fii & last. If fii _s comes first it means
“there are afew...”. Compare these sentences. ) )

kam ganiinet biira fii? § B By Laand ‘;S
fit kamganiinet biira ¢ a-t-taawle U glatle 3,00 40003 ‘55 o

7. Work with a teacher or classmate. Look at the pictures beginning on page 137
and take it in turns to ask how many items there are in each picture, for example

I3

A kamganiinet biira fii? §3ma Lan8 o< '

B bass waahde. SBaaly g o
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8. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A numken aakhud R VY I O
iza bétriid. S5 13)

B kam bétrisdu? Clomaia o< o

A bass . V|

B tékrami. eSS o

A wkamaan béddi... s oleS j

Work with a teacher or classmate. Refer to the pictures beginning on page 137 and
order them all--one after the other. With each new item requested, the waiter should
repeat the order from the beginning!

9. Work with a teacher or classmate. One of you ask these questions while the other
answers by refering to the picture on the next page.

a. kam taawle fii b-éf-m_riam? ﬁ“uJa_Ll_. b Ul ‘45
b.  kam shakh's fii b-él-matg am? Sandalls & padidiag
c.  kamkérsi fii b-él-mat gam? farlll B ;) Sas

d. kamuganiinet nbiit fii ¢ a-t-taawie le-kbiire? 93 S0 U pladle 3 300 L0888

e.  kamfénjaan fii? 9 olana ‘45
£, kam sak'n fii? § b (raa oS
g. sk fii kamaan? ?;,LASL"’_’QJ_&

h. wshu ésmél-matg am? q.‘,z.aJa_Ll‘s_n.ul o g







