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EXERCISES

FUNCTION A: COMPARING THINGS]|

CHEAPER THAN... e¢ When yvou say something is “cheaper” or “more expensive” than
something else, you are using the “comparative” form of the adjective.

1. Listen to the plain adjective followed by the comparative. Write the comparative,
for example

eg rkhiis | arkhas oot 1/ pand

a. kbiir | / =S
b. sghiir / / spdua
c. il | [ Jis
d. khafiif / [ id
e. jdid! / doaa
. gadiim/ /ﬁ:‘-‘3
g. bgiid! /S
h. gariib/! /o
i ndiif) /b
i fagiir ] / id

Now look at adjectives and their comparatives and identify the three root letters
(él-fézr ,iall), for example

rkhiis | arkhas, r-kh-s wa s comd sl [ pana

Can you see any patterns? If C = a root letter the formula for the plain adjective is

(plain): C@)C,iiC, (comparative):

what is the formula for the comparative? Write it in the space provided and circle
any exceptions to this formula in the list above.
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2. Look at these comparatives and identify the three root letters, for example

eg  arkhas | r-ki-s

kind, friendly

pleasant, nice

good (quality)
fat

thin

tall, long

shott

weak

a. alta /
b. azrgf /
c. asman/
d. anhaf/
e. atwall
. agsar!
g adgafl

oa—t=s [/ oad i

/ bl

/ Jsk

w

/ adl

3

/ —haua]

Now go back and write the plain form of the adjective after the root letters, for

example

eg arkhas ! r-kh-s, rkhiis

Ay aty [ oAl

FINALLY WEAK ADJECTIVES «¢ When the third root letter is a semi-vowel the root is said to
be “finally weak”. When an adjective is finally weak, the third root letter becomes an Alif
Maksuura _in the comparative form, for example

ghaali | aghla
ghani | aghna
zaki | azka
ghabi [ aghba
hélu | ahia
gawi | agwa

BETTER THAN... ¢ There are two ways of saying “better than...”

ahsan mén
afdal mén. ..

pXpensive, more expensive

rich, richer
smmart, smarter

stupid, more stupid

pretty, prettier / sweet, sweeter

strong, stronger

Sl / A
S/ e
SS3T/ S3
22l /ot
ERPAR
X vy
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OTHER TYPES OF ADJECTIVES e¢ Of course there are many adjectives which do not follow
the C,(a)Cs1iC, pattern but nevertheless have the same comparative form. This is where your
ability to search out root letters comes in handy.

3. Identify the roots and write the comparative form of each adjective, for example

eg  mhénm | h-m-m, ahanem important :s_a:‘l / H‘“
a. mashhuur/ . famous VARR YT A
b, malguun/ , bad, naughty / Ooalas
c. faateh ! , bright (colours) /sl
d. ghaamey | . dark (colours) / Gele
e. waasas / , loose, wide /el
f.  dayven ! . tight, narrow / G:‘-‘A
g. wésekh/ . dirty / s
h. béshes | . ugly / e
i sabli , easy / Jg
i sap‘b , difficult / rm

4. Draw a line between adjectives with opposite meanings, for example

a. gadiim gastir et asud
b, tawiil nditf chalay Josde
c. bé.ﬁeé jeliicl RERPN [
d. wésekh hélu Ha 9
e. salfl waasag el S
f.  dayven ghabi ot @_“‘..A
g. faateh sas b —ra = Ls

h. zaki ghaaimeny Gale S
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Look at the picture below. Which of the following statements is true?

élkhédari abu I-kheer...

a.

b.

e.

f.

arkheas
awsckh
azraf
asghar
ajdadsas

ahsar

mén él-khédari abu ghadab.

él-khédariyye

¥o

Yo v, Ve

el ] g Al

uaAJ'

Y, 0
¢, Y0
Y. Yo
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THE CHEAPEST ¢ If you say something is the “cheapest” or “most expensive” you are using
the “superlative”. Arabic uses the same form of the word for both the comparative and superlative,
only the sentence structure tells you which is which. Look at the following examples

Dimashq akbar madiine b-suuriyya . Ly Lne ST 3dian

Damascus is the biggestcity in Syria

él-jaames El-Omawi ahla jaames b-Dimashg. et pala PNPPINY el

The Omavyad Mosque is the most beautiful mosque in Damascus.

Feéyruuz ashhar mghannivye b-lébnaan. obal ?t_:_..«_a el S5

Feyruz is the most famous singer in Lebanon.

In other words, “the most” = comparative adjective + INDEFINITE SINGULAR noun

THE BEST... ¢ There are two ways of saying “the best”
ahsarn (shi) the best (thing) (L) Crna
efderl (shi) the best (thing) () Sl

QUESTION WORD “WHICH” ¢ Other words used before nouns to mean “which” are
ant which (m, f and pl) ry

ani which (f only) s

6. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A anukhédari beés-suug? S Goadli (5aX o1 ]

B abu él-kheer khédeari. Gman sl ] o

Now work with a teacher or classmate. Practise the conversation using these adjectives.

a. aghla &

b, andaf sl

c. azral ERUA
d. akbar =5
e. agdam ¢ 43

f.  ahsan Cpeans]
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ONE OF THE CHEAPEST e¢ If vou want to say “one of the cheapest” or “one of the most
expenisve” of course, the sentence structure changes. Compare the following examples

halab mén akbar él-mécdon b-suurivya. B VPRI | BN RN 0N
Aleppo is one of the biggest cities in Syria.

Dimashag akbar madiine b-suurivya . L Lone ST Gdiay

Damascus is the biggest city in Syria.

Jaarmes Sétt Leinab mén ahia él- jawaame ¢ b-Dimashq.

e e N e s L L

Sayda Zainab Mosque is one of the most beautiful mosques in Damascus.
éljaarmep él-Omawi ahla jaameg b-Limashg. Geds pala NPT el

The Omavvad Mosque is the most beautiful mosque in Damascus.

Feéyruuz meén ashhar él-mghanniyiin b-ésh-sharg él-awsat.
PP LR B R [F TR NI A0 SR e
Feyruz is one of the most famous singers in the Middle East.

Féyruuz ashhar rghanniyye b-lébnaan. obal 3.3.uu ] 353

Feyruz is the most famous singer in Lebanon.

In other words, “one of the most” =mén + comparative adjective + DEFINITE PLURAL noun



