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FUNCTION F: SAYING “NO]

MAA VERSUS MUU = We have already learnt several ways to say “not” using the two
particles of negation st Ls and meie 5. You have used maa Ls to say things like

e fii... there is not... -
maa béddi... T don’t want... s L
maa g andi... Idon't have. . cgdae La

and mu 5. to negate simple (nominal) Arabic sentences, for example

haadea rmu ghaali, That’s not expensive. g | P-SPWNR RV
ana muu b-él-beet. I'm not at home. el ga U
hiyye e g alime. She’s not a teacher. Aalas sa s
ana nuu zagiaan. I'm not upset. Sodkey e L
hénne s saakniin b-él-Mezze. AL Sl pe oy

They don’t live in Mezze.

1. Negate these sentences.

a. ana mén ostraalya. Lyl e
b. lé-mp allem mashghuul. Jsides aladl
c. hénne saakniin b-6l-Maalki. SIUL sl o
d.  béddageaiwe. 3543 LAl
e. gandi wiaad. ¥ gl (gade
f.  fii masraf b-él-féndog. Gl e B

MAA + L + ATTACHED PRONOUN ¢ Often muu oo 1S substituted with na H+attached
proncun yiaot I+l for example

maali b-€él-beet., I'm not at home. cedl L
maala ny allme. She’s not a teacher. Aalas Ll
maali zag laan. I'm not upset. ode s Al

maalon saakniin b-é1-Mezze. They don'tlive in Mezze, .o 30 (niSluw Sgdls

2. Which of the sentences in exercise two can you rephrase using maa + I + attached
pronoun?
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ABSOLUTELY “NOT” e¢ The words mnoot o se and abadan 7|_s_f| at the end of a negative
sentence to mean “not at all”.

nrad... mnoob not...at all -

e, se
nuw... abadan not... at all Tl e
3. Negate these sentences, for example
ana zag laan “keiir. S ke 5
ana i zaglaan mnoob. Ao ke sa U
a. gandi masaari ktiir. S sslias (giie
b, magi fraata kiiir. aiS Laly b 2
c. fii mésh’kle kbiire. GBS USE. 8
d.  haada ghaali ktiir! 1oiS Al ua
e. hayy mnitha ktiir! IS daiis u_a:
IDIOMS ¢ Two useful idiomatic phrases using meas s« and nura L are
raq shéghlak! none of yourbusiness! tella i g
muit heek? isn’t it? felad sa

ru heek <lia 4o is the most common way of seeking agreement from or agreeing with
someone in a casual conversation. It is much simpler to use than in English where you must
change ‘isn’tit’ to ‘aren’t they' and so on depending on the sentence. naw heek <laa 4o does
not change.

hieek ¢Lia is also used by itself to mean “like this” or “in this way”.
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NOT “EVEN ONE” e¢ When used alone wélla ¥ 5 means simply “or”. When used alone in a
negative sentence it means “not even one”, for example

maa fii wélla waahed there isn’t even one aalg ¥y 5L
maa mag i Wélla frank I don't even have b, a Yy 2l
a cent on me

Don’t confuse this with the expression {a w allah <Ll| 4 ¥ which looks and sounds very similar
but means “(believe me) no”.

EITHER...OR ¢ You do not use wélla ¥ sor aw sl if you want to say “either....or...”. Instead,
V..V ... L..... Lis used, for example

ésro His name is 4ol

va Hasan ya Hussein either Hasan or Hussein., . newn U Spcen G

NEITHER...NOR e¢ You do not use #ta Ls or s 4« if you want to say “neither....nor..”.

Instead, laa.... wlad..... ...... ¥ 5.....¥ is used, for example
égt—_taqés miniih él-yoom, The weather’s good today, @ sl poie Guilall
laa shoob w laa bar'd. it's neither hot nor cold. Yy d Y

4. Listen to these sentences and fill in the missing adjective.

a. él-yoomana laa zaglaan wlaa ¥y odes ¥ U podl
b.  él-voom ana laa mashghuwl w laa Y 5 Jeadka Y U <a‘9_)JI
c. és-suue hoon laa ghaali w laa ¥ gJLé Y Hed sl
d. élparabilaa saaéb w lac Yoy g—.‘r’dl
e. beeti laa kbiir wiaa Yoy Sy P
f. é;—,taq'és laa shoob w laa Yoy opd Y pudlll

THE WEATHER AND THE ATMOSPHERE ¢ Although in Syria, ét—taqés il Il is most
commonly used in daily conversation about theweather, é/-jaww sa | can also mean “the
weather”. So if you want to say the “atmosphere is nice” use the adjective hély ol rather than
mniih g—=—» Which would mean “the weather is good”.
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NEGATIVE QUESTIONS e¢ To answer a negative question such as
maalo sacken b-él-Mezze?  Doesn’t he live in Mezze? ¢5 310 Sl L

vou can either say,
la, (maalo saaken b-él-Mezze,) s 1L (Sl s Y
huwwe saaken b-él-Maalki  no, he lives in Malki. CSIUL Sl sa

or, you can say
mbalal ves s
(saaken b-él-Mezze.) (he does live in Mezze). (s L <L)

Note that you do not useee <.l or nag am a2 to answer a negative question.

5. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.
A moalak 7 ¢ el T

B , and . . L -

ana mén el

Now work with a teacher or classmate and take it in turns to ask each other these

questions.

a. maalak ostraali? maalek ostracliyye? ¢ ?t_wd A Palte . et
b, maalak taaleb? maalek taalbe 7 (L)l L
c.  maalak métzawwej 7 macalek métzawwie 7 7(1) Ctg e ells
d. maagandak “wlaad? maa ¢ andek “olaad? §a¥ sl d.s.;: L
e. maa élak ékhwaat? maa élek ékirwaat? SO P d;lll_a
f. maa magak fraata? maa mag ek fraata? Fdlal 3 ;L:_a La
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