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EXERCISES

FUNCTION A: TALKING ABOUT PAST EVENTS|

ARABIC DICTIONARIES ¢ Arabic dictionaries usually list words according to their root.
Verbs are always at the beginning of the entry in the simplest form--masculine third person
singular, or the “he” form--because this form is closest to the root. To help you get used to
seeing the root whenever you look at a verb, we will include it in brackets with each vocabulary
entry, for example

wsélti (wésel) you (f) arrived (Jems) Slms

VERBS--REGULAR TYPE | ROOTS e¢ Although at first Arabic verbs may seem complicated,
they are in fact quite regular. We will practise them in groups to help you remember the
patterns. First we will look at regular Type [ verbs.

Remember that all Arabic words are derived from roots which contain the basic meaning of the
word. The root is made of three consonants, for example

Regular ‘a’ Type I Roots

k-t-b write e
d-r-s study o
r-gq-§ dance oGy
s-b-h swim o
-kl run et e
t-b-kh cook bk
a-k-I eat J—al-i
gh-s-1 wash J-ot
a-kh-d take =
kh--s finish oa—J-t

Regular ‘¢’ Type I Roots

ﬁ-m-l do J‘(’_C
s-m-4 hear, listen &
f-h-m understand po—S
g know .
sh-r-b drink Uk
l-¢-b play —t—dJ
r-k-b ride e,
w-s-1 arrive Jua—y
rj-¢ return s,

tH-¢ g0 out, go up ¢-d-b
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1. Root recognition game. Do not worry about the meaning of the verb or its
conjugation, simply try to match roots with verbs, for example

a. k-t-b
b. d-rs
c. gh-s-i
d. rog-s
e, a-k-i
f. s-b-h
g. r-k-d
h. w-s-{
i s-mg
i. fFh-m
k. g-md
1. sh-r-b
m. l-¢-b
n. rk-b

ghasiet

sabah

katab

mka_dé t

darastu

rerpasne

crkerlti

shérbet

rkébtu

imélna

lpébti

féhem

sémau

wsélt

ealewd

|‘9A_.\_u-l

RS

IJ:;_A.HJJ

Lo

=,

J-u=—s
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THE “PAST” TENSBEse Arabic tenses do naot correspond exactly with English. When we say
something is in the “past” tense in Arabic we actually mean it is a completed or “perfect”
action and could correspond with either “did” or “have done” in English. Generally there is no
confusion as the exact meaning is clarified by the context and time words used.

You can negate past tense verbs by simply placing #ea Ls before the verb.

CONJUGATION-REGULAR TYPE | «¢ There are two internal vowel possibilties with regular
Type I verbs--‘a’ and ¢’. These vowels only affect the internal structure of the verbs, but not
the conjugation itself. As you can see below the hyphenated suffixes in both groups are
identical. (We have hyphenated the suffixes in the transliteration to help you remember them
but naote the Arabic suffix is attached directly to the verb.) These suffixes carry the meaning of
“I” “you” and so on, which means you need anly use a pronoun for emphasis or clarification.

Regular ‘a’ Type I in Past Tense (k-t-b <)

hirwwe katab he, it (m) wrote s b
hiyye katb-gt she, it (f) wrote I B
hénne  katab-u they wrote RS “a
ana katab*t [ wrote e (Y]
énte katab<t you (m) wrote WA el
énti katab-ti vou (f) wrote PR ey
éntu katab-tu vou (pl) wrote I;LT.AS I;_“._XI
néhna katab-na we wrote Lns O

Regular ‘&’ Type I in Past Tense (w-5-1 Joy)
hirwwe wésel he, it {m) arrived Jeo g a8
hiyye wésl-et she, it (f) arrived ailng B
hénne wésl-u they arrived sl s ;_as
ana wsél-t L arrived eilnsg Y
énte w;e’i—ét you (m) arrived ailng el
énti wsél-ti vou (f) arrived s s ey
éntu wsél-tu you ¢pl) artived yilen s ey
néhna wsél-na we arrived Lilo g O

Note that the final A%f in the plural forms -« | y— is not pronounced.

2. Conjugate these verbs:
hurwwe daras gémel Jase PRY Y-
hiyye D
hénne :,_a:
ana L
énte ey
énti L“,_“._XI




200

INTEGRATED ARABIC

EARLY, LATE AND ON TIME e¢ Three useful words to use with wésel Joo g

3.

bakiir early guLe

métakhkher(a) late (3) JAC‘.;

¢ a-l-waget on time eadelle
Listen to the passage and fill in the missing words.
mbaareh Mark... eyl obes
a. gakhwe w 5 bogd
b. ér-raddyoo w CRC RN | p—
c. tanes mag rfiigo. Bady pe puis
bag d ét-tanes... VL | RPN
d. taksti 1-él-mag had bass institute s gl L3.“.5:‘
e. mada él-waziife w PR Ls
f. mét’ akhkher ¢ a-d-dar’s. oupidle ;AT
huniik Mark. .. yls eliiga
g. garabi bass o e
h. maa éd-dlars mniih s L
la’énno wag't éd-dars... during SV | P PRES
i. risaaie la-riftigto. letter andaa Ul
bagd éd-denr’s... JEPRu | QRPN
- la-beeto w 5 il
k. sandwiish w 9 Gl gt
L. sayaarto. S W
b-él-leel... cedalll
m. mag rfiigqto b-sayaarte lé-ndiffe w3 Wbl Gl a8y e
n. baﬁd néss él-leel. Ny A | VN ANT S

wé sel daras EYRY Juo s

téles ghasal s C_Lla

rékeb katab IS <,

légeb akal JSi ol

féhém gémel Jae g

shéreb réjes = s i

sémes rakad oS [
Write questions about Mark’s day beginning with these question words:
a. eemta Py
b. ween s
c shu s
d. leesh Sl
e. rmag miln S
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5. Write a complete sentence in the space using the information provided, for example

eg k-t-b (huwwe) > huwwe katab risaale. AUl LIS eb < (38) e

a. w-s-l (ana) (LT) J~uams
b.  d-r-s (hivye) () v s
c. g-m-l (hénne) (wu_a:) J-e¢
d. a-k-l(ana) (GT) J-<d-I
e. sh-r-b (énte) (o)) ook
f. l-p-b (néhna) (0=2) g —d
g. f-h-m(énti) () pma—d
h. s-mg (éntu) (ls0) g—p—om
i reges (néhna) (o) o
i sboh(awwe) (58) gmomon
k. gh-s-l (hiyve) (g_as) J-ot
I rk-d(énti) (o)) o=,
m. kb (éntue) (15331
gahiwe garabi Py 3548
maktuub b-éd-diisko sSeanlls TSN
él-akhbaar b-él-jneene Lonall LAY
awaag i 5a-l-bésékleet el <l sl
hafle éd-dars wu ] aa
buuza b-é[-ba}_zér in the sea saadls g

bakiir taewie backgammon gl ==
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QUESTION MARKER ¢ You can use shi & atthe end of a question to clarify that you are
indeed asking a question. )

6. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A lpébu mbaareh shi? ¢ & ;L (il
B la maalséb't — el
lpébt cards el

Now work with a teacher or classmate and take it in turns to ask each other these
questions.

&=

ls ébili) taawle mbacreh shi?

¢ it 5 bee U sl ()

&)

darast{i) ¢ arabi mbaareh shi?

cL;rlj"C‘)l_}-Q Lj_}‘)& (Lé—)t.“_.s_u-l‘)d

smiés I(i) él-kaaseet mbaareh shi?

shrébi(i) gakwe él-yoom shi?

qg“i' Q“J—..‘JI 3543 (L.;-)‘*“—*-'J-‘:‘."

rkébt(i) taksii la-d-dars él-yoom ski 7

§ o pod ] Gusald s (L;)““-‘—.‘SJ

wséit(i) g a-l-want la-d-dars éi-yoorn shi?

¢ it ol | sl edslle (o )elias

thémt(i) éd-dars él-voomshi?

§ it o sl | il () maged

g mélti) él-waziife shi?

katabi(i) él-waziife b-él-g arabi shi?

€ ot L Ll ol ()i

IDIOMS e¢ Here are some very common idioms using verbs in the past tense.

g réft! I knew it! tesh o
£ réfU(i) kiif 7 You know what [ mean? ¢ i< (g_)w‘).c
g réfifi) shioon? You know what [ mean? § 5ol (L"}—)““—‘—q‘)'c
fhémt ¢ aleek (i) I see (what you mean) (g_);l_).l_: Caagd
fhémi(i) ¢ aleey? Do you see what I mean? ¢ L;J‘ (g_)o_a.es



