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FUNCTION B: TALKING ABOUT PAST OCCUPATIONS]

VERB “TO WORK” e¢ Type I verbs are the simplest and are comprised only of the root
consonants and suffix. “ Derived” verb forms (II-X) however, have additional “pattern letters”.
Compare these two patterns:

CaCual, Typel Jas
CtaCuaC, Type VIII Jassl

As you can see, there is an additional ¢ . between the first and second root consonants. In the
Arabic there is also an Al at the beginning.

Regular Type VIII in Past Tense (sh-gh-I Ji3)

hirwwe shtaghal he, it (m) worked Jasnal a8
hiyye shtaghal-et she, it (f) worked RN ERWA B
hénne shtaghal-u they wotked | Ll “a
ane shtaghal-t I worked ENERSA Y]
énte .ﬁmgﬁal-ét you (m) worked RN ERWA el
énti shtaghal-ti vou (f) worked alansd ey
éntu shtaghal-tu vou (pl) worked I:,_“J.i_“ui.l I;_“._XI
néhna shtaghal-na we worked Lalas il O

Note that the Afjf at the beginning of all the verbs and the final Afifin the plural forms -u | 4—
are not pronounced.

1. Conjugate these verbs and write their root consonants in the space provided.

herwwe gtarah he suggested T A8l oD
hiyye D
hénne :,_a:
ana L
énte el
énti Py
éntu I;_“._'. [
néhna e
él-jér Saall
hrwwe ¢ tazar he apologised oinel oA
hiyye -
hénne :,_a:
and L
énte el
énti ey
éntu I:,_“._\ [
néhna L
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2. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A shu ésmak? Selawl g&s ]
<
A énte mneen? Sope el
B <
A wénte métzawwej? Spome el s
B <
A pandak wlaad? sa¥ gl edane ]
B <
A shu btéshtéghel? i, gi
B <
A wween shtaghalt mén gabl? i e lanil gy T
B shtaghalt b- sedanal o
b-madiinet Ligay
yag hi ¢ aasmet ostraalya. Ll ynl Lavae e
w gabl haad shtaghalt b- —oelanal laa Jus
b-madiinet Ligay
shérke, shérkaat COmpany N LA LW+
shérket (ésm ésh-shérke) company X (3 ‘g_ul) <
Wazaard, wazaardct ministry elylys syl
wazaaret él-khaarjiyye foreign ministry a3 05,
madiine, médon city R SR
gaasme, g awaasem capital ‘ual ¢ danle
wilaaye, wilayaat state Y PP i

PLEASED TO MEET YOU ¢ When vou meet someone for the first time yvou can also say
tsharrafna s %5 which literally means “you honour us”. In this situation however, the
phrase can be used as is, regardless of who is speaking or who is being spoken to.

w

tsharrafha it's a pleasure to meet you Loa s

3. Write a dialogue between two people meeting for the first time. Include where
they have come from, family, what they are doing now and what they have done
before.
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THE DEFINITE ARTICLE ¢ In the first chapter we mentioned that é/- 1/ is used in Arabic,
when no article is used in English, for example, when vou speak about things is general or

about abstract concepts for example

b-... in... -
..éz-zirads a ..agricultore el il
. Et-tag liim ...education palandl
..sindag et ét-tarfiih ..the entertainment industry 4.8 )50 e lun. ..
. El-azyaa’ .. fashion cLaYL.
.. él-boorsa . finance (/it. the stock exchange) L jsall...
.El-éstitraad w ét-tasdiir ..import-export sl g0l nadt
.Es-sabaafe ..journalism Lalaadl...
.Es-sinags a .. manufacturing Lelinll ..
wbl-églaam ..media g)k_e“‘! I...
. Et-tébb ..medicine bl
...E8-siyaase ...politics Cealacadl.
...dear nash®r ..publishing (/it. a publishing house) &y Llu...
.&s-svaaha ..tourism Laldl.
El-tijaara . Irade 3ylandl..
mag éd-dewle with the public service (lit. the state) LU sull ps

4. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

naft oil L

A ween ‘shtaghal John mén gab’l? SUd e sa Jindl oy
B b-shérket _— i o
b-wilaeyet b-Aneerka. K 0.l LY

Work with a teacher or classmate and discuss what these people (who are now all

studen

Idid before they came to Syria.
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