SYRIAN COLLOQUIAL

213

8. Listen to John talk about what Jane has done and write a day of the week under
each picture.

9. Write questions about Jane’s week beginning with these question words:

a.

b.

C.

d.

€.

eenta Py
ween oy
st s
g miin S
leesh Sl




214 INTEGRATED ARABIC

MONTHS e¢ Four different sets of moaths are used in the Arab world: the Hijri moaths (the
Muslim calendar), Gregorian months (similar to English), numbered months (January is “ month
one”), and those commonly used in Syria:

kaarun ét-taani January Bl sl
shbaat February ) ol
aadaar March L3
niisaan April Oleas
ayyaar May SGT
hzeercan June Ol e
tammmz July 3 JAS
aab August .y
eeluul September Jsba)
téshriin él-awwal October ¥ o
téshriin ét-taani November Y | R A
kanwun él-awwal December ) Js¥l Hesls

Arabic newspapers always quote both Gregorian months and these listed above. Many months
have sayings about them, for example:

shbaat maa ¢ ala kalacmo rbaat Ll e b Lo
February's word is not kept (the weather is very changeable in February)
khgbbi fahmaatak lé-kbaar I-g ammak aadaar )31 claal ;L) elilaas L"’_\A
keep your largest pieces of coal for March (March is very cold)

b-tammruz biéghli él-mayy b-él-kuuz YV | Y o P J\,_A_L
July makes water boil in the jug (July is very hot)
aab él-lhaab. ol O

August of flames (August is very hot)

eefuul danabo mablul Jolos nd Jsb)
September’s tail is wet (it always rains at the end of September)

been éshriin w téshriin seef taani U e G S 5 S U

summer returns between October and November

ASKING THE DATE =¢ To ask for the date, you can simply say

shu él-yoor? What istoday? S ¢J_3J (P
or

gaddeesh b-éﬁ-ﬁahér él-yoom? g <>3_)J I gdnd L and
to which the reply will simply be the number of the day, for example

él-yoom... Today is... ...fj_)Jl

. waahed b-ésh-shat’r. the first of the month. il aal

.. Haatiin b-ésh-shah’r. the 30th of the month. el L oA
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mbaareh
awal émbaaref_z

él-yoom

él-voom é_s -_sébéh

él-yoom bag d éd-déh'r

él-mrsa

leelt émbaarei_z
él-ésbuus “l-maadi
sh-shahr “I-maadi

s-séne I-maadye

mén ésbuug
min shahr
nén séne
mén zamacn
mién médde
q'abél lahza
q'abét shweayye

hallay (+ verb in pasttense)

tuud él-leel

tutd én-nhaar

métakhkher
bakiir
¢ a-l-wazpet

saaniyve, sawaani
dagitga, dagaayer
YOOI, ayaarn
ésbuu(i, asaabiié
shat’r, shhuur

séne, sniin

vesterday

the day before yesterday

today

this morning
this afternoon

this evening

last night
last week
last month

last year

a week ago

a month ago

a year ago
along time ago
a short time ago
amoment ago

awhile ago

just now

all night long
all day long

late
early

on time

second
minute
day
week
month

year

Note that future expressions of time are listed in Chapter 8.

EXPRESSIONS OF TIME ¢ Below is a list of useful expressions of time:

zobe
roba Jsl
ro=d!

riall p sl
el san ool
L |

gobes 3l
sl el
EENATUREWN]

:’C)—‘
Law (e
olel (e
Sue (e
Uiad Ju3

Lo s

w

sla

Jolll J s
Sledl Jsble
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10. Listen to the passage and fill in the missing words.

Lhid yu,lats,; eas) o wmal 538 a8

Lo BT akiadl uad 5 skl G le Lin,y 2 ouSay

53,8501 3548, ( storyteller) SlsSall b 330U

Lol ;28 3 0m 0 @l 5 ALS,T sl 00 e b LS
Lissn 508 orb e G el Dl aabas

ana wsélt la-sutrivaa awwal yoom b-eeluul b-séne V447 yoom wsélt kaan
shoob ‘ktiir. éjiit mag zoojfi Riitshaard w gattna “ Binks”. réhna ¢ ala suug
ét-tawiil waasr él-gadm. ana maa rébét £ a-jJaameg él-omawi. zérna
Harna w Halab bass lissa maa zérna éi-Laadgivye. shéft éi-hakawaati
(storyteller) b-gahwet én-noofara w kamaan “shérbt zuhuuraat w arkiile. w
akalt muhamimara ktiir tayybe b-m{aam b-él-muadiine él-gadiime. néhna

mabsuutiin b-suurivaa.

11. Write a few sentences about your time in Syria.

12.

a.
b.

& O

=

ana Wsélt la-suuriyya Losead ediny B
(€)jiit la-haali | mag =/ L“,Jla.l ol
16kt pala e e
26t Sl
sheft el
w akalt N

Ask a teacher or classmate about their time in Syria and note the answers.

a
b.

& O

=

eemta wsélt la-suuriyya? Clysd cliny Al
(€)jiit la-haalak | la-haalek ? Felllal caanl
ween réf_zét 7 Taay (2
shu 26r°t? Sy s
shu shéf't? Send i o

ween akalt w shu akalt huniik? Selisa el oi 5 eldST oy




