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FUNCTION D: TALKING ABOUT PERIODS OF TIME]

ONJUGATION--VERB “TO BECOME’1 o¢ The hollow verb saar L (become) is used to ask
‘how long have you......... 77 for example

A gaddeesh saar —lak b-ésh-shaam? S <aL.i._| Lol le Giaud j
B saar-li sétte shhwur hoon. COSA s G Hole o

The verb always remains in the masculine third person singular (“he”) because the subject of
the sentence is “time” and literally means “it has been six months for me to be here “. The
pronoun attached to the preposition {- - after the verb specifies who you are talking about.

sctar + 1 + 0 = saarlo he hasbeen... Ujla=s+d+ ,la
saarla she has been... ldsle
saarlon they have been... S sl
saarli [ have been... Aole
saariak vou (m) have been... ;LI sl
sacrlek you (f) have been. .. el 5ls
saca lkon they have been. .. L,S_I sl
saclna we have beet1... Ll ls

Note the helping vowel in the last two is used to separate three consonants in a row.

PERIODS OF TIME ¢ Remember vou use the plural noun ONLY between 3 and 10.

yoomn day g
yoomeet two days s 9o
tett ayaam three days gal_jl ¥
14 yoom 14 days s A}
ésbuug one week & goal
ésbuug een two weeks et s
arbag t asaabiig four weeks b €
12 ésbuyg 12 weeks & ol VY
shah'r month g
shezhreen two months O s
khant's shhuur five months D ©
18 shak'r 18 months JURRVA
séne one year Ly
sénteen two years i
Sétte sniin SiX years i
20 séne 20 years Lo ¥

Fractions such as néss :,A_. (a half) are said at the very end, for example
sénteen w néss two and a half years :)A_\ § O

w

tett sniin w néss three and a half years et 5 A ¥
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1. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A gaddeesh saar —ak b-Dimaskg? §Gdaas el jla (uans

B saarli Hole <
w énti gaddeesh saar-lek hoon? o lolo Ghond Sl

A bass s

2. Look at these pictures write how long each of these people have been in these
places, for example

sénteen Ay

oe
A

eg John saario sénteen b-Bariis.

sépe w nés Y snii
~D
a. b.
séne Liey A\ shhuur
B
L T
?dr%
% "
c d.
oo A 4 shhuur s A
N | e
i |
e. f.

Now work with a teacher or classmate and ask each other about these people, for
example

—_

A gaddeesh saar —lo b-Bariis? § ol Ul ind

B saar-lo sénteen huniik. celgn g e o
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HOW LONG DID YOU STAY? ¢ If you have gone somewhere but then returned, however,
you must use a different verb: the regular type I verb g-¢-d 1a3 (to stay, to sit), for example

&

A gaddeesh gag adt bé-ﬁ"ansa? Tl p8 cuand hoad I

B gagadt hunitk sétte shhuur. NSV G elisa mand o

SEASONS e¢ To say “it is summer (now)”, the word dénya Liis (world ) is used, for example

éd-dénya... itis... Lol
..seef ..summer N SV
rabiis ..Spring o
. khariif ..autumn A
. Shéte .. winter ..

3. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.
A ween réhti b-és-seef? “ LR WP | I PO j
B rékt gala wle way o

A wayaddeesh gag adti huniik? Selingd Saad Juaad g ]
B gagadt Saad o
A shu gl huniik? Seliiga cale o4
B

w énte ween réht? RFCIRCIGY J

L’J_QQA‘)L.\? -

B ana réf_zét gala

w tzallajt kéll yoom. s S ceal3s g
A kiif? w éd-dénya seef? Shis Loall 598

Now work with a teacher or classmate. Imagine you have spent the holidays in the
following places. Discuss where you went, how long you stayed and what you did.

II N[
A&'} il A

b.

* e M A




