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FUNCTION E: DESCRIBING ONGOING ACTIVITIES]

ONGOING ACTION TENSE MARKER e¢ The tense maker used before present tense verbs to
indicate that an action is ongoing is

gar o
for example

shu pamtag mel(i)? what are you doing? S )ders pe s

gam éktob risaale ['m writing a letter Ul oSl ae

You will also hear both ¢ am o< and b- — tense markers used together, for example

¢ am béktob risaale I'm writing a letter Ul 5 ae

The meaning however remains that of ongoing action.

1. Look at these pictures and say what you are doing, for example

€8
katab (o) (L) o< daras (o) (L) ou s
gaméktob risadle Ul ; K5 ae gamédros g arabi e pu o ae
shéreb (a) (;) o rasam (o) (;) g

a b.

léseb (a) () sabah (a) (—) e
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J J
od &d
=
¢ ézef (€) (=) <= sémes (a) (—) gas
e. f.
gara (a) (=) 1,3 haka (i) (=) S
g h.

Harraj, vétfarraj CJ_Q_K_J ‘G;_a:. shtara, véshtéri S s ol

VERB “TO DO”s¢ There are two verbs are commonly used to mean “do”
génel (e) to do (_) Jae
saawe, ysaawi to do b 55l
The second of these is a finally weak Tvpe III verb. Cpare these questions:
stu g am tag mel (-§ -u)? what are you doing? ¢ (/ 5~ ‘L;_) Jeriae o
shu g am ‘tsaawi (-u)? what are you doing? (I 5-) gylus pae s

2. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A .ﬁucamétsamui? c‘.‘g\sla.u:\‘z_cj_ai j
B gsam e o
w énti, shu ¢ am “tsacrwi? Sl pe sl el
A gam a1

Now work with a teacher or classmate and discuss the activities pictured above.
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3. Write complete sentences about what these people are doing, for example

eg n
katab (o) () o< daras (o)
gamyéktob risaale. Ul ; 5K ae gamiédros garabi. I GE o pe
fé R %
a LE
shéreb (a) (L) =
a.
c d.
@ F
¢, =
(r T ere is the
@ o - i :ews...::day
akal (o) = () Jsi sémes (a) () g
e f.

War
u geace
¥
) 4
kewa (i) () 1,3
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Harraj, vétfarraj

O

thammearm, Véthammam ‘A_AA:\:\ A‘A:AAIA

tzallaj, vétzallaj

shtara, véshtéri

m.

I\

shtara, véshtéri

L‘S “:’,‘(_é'““l

4. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words

A

W

Now work with a teacher or classmate and discuss the people pictured above.

shiz £ am ysaawi James?

Cam

fomana golon pe o

‘A.C

ween sacken akhu?
b-gostralya.

shue bgiid!

w Alison shu gamtsaawi 7

Cdm

$ ool OSha G
NINTEONE

e s

Ssobud pe sl & suandl 5

‘A.C

skt g am 7

q—‘a_cJ_ﬁ.

—_
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5. Read this conversation between three men. Circle the words you need to change

to the make it between three women.

Al

=

o

6. Work with a teacher or classmate and write your own telephone conversation.

Q p O ¥ Q

alle marhaba.

mumken énhki mag Hasan iza bétriid? ¢ a5 13] Geua pa (Sa] (Ses

miiin biriide?
ana rfligo John.

ablan w sahlan tékram. dagire.

ahlan John. kiifak?
él-hamd allah kiifak énta?
tarnaarm, él-hamd allah.

shu gam tsacrwi 7

gambédros. bukra g andi fahé_s.
w énte shi gam taime! John?

¢ ambétfarraj ¢ a-taliifiizyon.
fii bérnaarmej “Fookus”

g amyéhkuu ¢ an wadag és-sékkaan.

¢ amyquulu énno ¢ adad sékkaan
suurivya hallag Y malyoon.

shu saayer g am téhtarmim
b-anthoropoloojivaa?
shus gésstar?

{a, ra ktiir,

bass maa fii shi taani saawiih.
dacg khélgi géit béhki mag ak
ménshuf iza fiina mruuh néshrab
arkiile. maadaam Candak Jethas,
khalliitha marra taanye.

marmken nruvh bukra iza béddeak.
anda fahsi és-sébh

w baid éd-déhr mac 5andz' shi.
ee, ktiir mniih. bukra lakaan.

énsha’ allah bétag ami fah’s mniih.

Fodome e
s 4Bad, L

:1_3_:34{&‘)5331.6_‘.4.-\531_&1

gela . o sa dal
gl ela <l saall
RET| RPN/ YN
Sgslt ae s

Fosa derdpe sl el

O blle ¢ sl ae
TS 53 ali s b
OBl gy e | 5San ae
O sue ) !“‘,J\,_“a_“a_:
Dsabe Woala L

4 “‘A.CJ:\LAJ_&
Tl sl sy ¥l
Selind g

ATV
elae Koy ould GlA 3ls
i £33 i 1] i
als . lala

i 131K 5 e
reall pmaa U

shukran. bshuufak bukra énn allah raad. . o) , 1 ;) 1 < TR IJS..:H

khaatrak.

g és-salacme.

Use the above conversation as a guide.

RN
Aadeadl ps

—_

—_

—_

—_

—_
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ACTIVE PARTICIPLES AS VERBSe¢ For some activities, active participles are more commonly
used to express the ongoing action, for example:

CiaaCeC; -ale, -iin - Jela
raayeh going =ls
jaayve coming sl
meashi walking u_:t.La
naazel going down (also staying in a hotel) ”J 5L
taales going up (also going out) ik
raakeb riding <,
gaased sitting acls
waceef standing adl,
sacken residing Sl
¢ aayesh living sinle
laabes wearing gy
haatet wearing (lit. has put on) NN
haamel carrying dala
haases feeling R P
shaayef see Al
saarnes hear palew
CialCyCiaan, -e, -iin = Ol
fahmacn understand Slegd
g arfaan know Slaye
nésyaan forgotten ] VP

So how do you know when to use gam s« and when to use the active participle? It depends on
the meaning of the verb, but the exact rules are very complicated. In general, the active
participle is used for verbs of motion (go, come, walk, ride) and verbs that denote states,
perceptions and unconscious actions (sitting, standing, wearing, sleeping, being awake, seeing,
hearing, feeling) rather than definite, deliberate activity. For verbs of the second group, the
gamac construction refers to the action that causes the state. Compare the following:

Emily ¢ am télbes jaaketa l-azrag oY Sl el pe Lol
Emily is putting on her blue jacket
Emily laabse jaaketa l-azrag CGu0Y) sl Lany Lol

Emily is wearing her blue jacket
The distinction between a perception or state and a deliberate action is often subtle, for
example:

saameg ér-raadyo? ¢ 520l I el

Do you hear (ie perceive) the radio?

gamiésmag ér-raadyo? 9 520l ) parsSae

Are you listening to the radio {deliberately, as an activity)?
Rather than worry too much about whether a particular word is a perception, state or action, it

is probably better just to listen to native speakers and try to get a feel for when to use the active
participle and when to use gam s
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THE SHAPE OF ACTIVE PARTICIPLES e¢ In Arabic active participles are nouns called

ésmél-jaas el “the noun of the doer” Jelall ‘a_l.ul
and have three forms:

Caalel, masculine Jels

CaaC,Cale feminine ilels

CiaaC,Ciin plural olels

7. Complete the table below.

é[-jézér él-magna él-mzakkar él-m’ annas él-jamé{:
a. n-zi{ go down naazel
b, s go up tadls lin
c. #rk-b ride rackbe
d. gp-d st gadag ed
e, w-g4 stand wacefiin
t. s-mg  hear saamg d
g shwi see shacayef
h. rwh go racyha
i k-t put on haatet
i.  h-s-s feel haasse
eaall S5 SSall Laall Sall
Job go down J-3-o
olells go up g—d—b
sl . ride ey
deld sit -3
Cpadl g stand =G
Lasles hear &
Al see )
Ll go oy
balala put on L—Lb—
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8. What are these people doing? Write a complete sentence under each picture
using the active participle provided, for example™

Emily raakbe taksii ¢ a-l-jaams a

eg raakeb

ménshaan tédros aamtbi.

=l jacrye sl

4
-
rashi s I raakeb S,
c d.
¥ EI I
&
: —
wacgef adl,
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% :
N *
ep()a :
*
saaken oS L naazel Job
g h.
E O&j ;II; OO
<D
haatet NN laabes oY

G ; C+
!
x4 ) [ ]
-
hacamel haases uula
(haalo mariid) (e dls)
k. 1

9. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words

A shu gam ‘tsacwi Emily? §obal bt ae s
B <
ménshaan olins
A wshu gamysaawi Mark? fel sl gslumpe gty
ménshaan olins

Now work with a teacher or classmate and discuss the people pictured above.



