SYRIAN COLLOQUIAL 297

EXERCISES

FUNCTION A: TALKING ABOUT FUTURE ARRANGEMENTY

FUTURE TENSE MARKERS e¢ There are several tense markers used to express future actions:

reh + present verb near future Jass+ ¢,
ha + present verb near future Jads+ o
b + present verb unspecified future (neutral) Jaia+ o
bébga b + present verb unspecified future (without  Jads + o 4.,

urgency or enthusiasm)

To negate simply use maa Ls before the future tense marker. Compare these sentences

bukra... LoMmorrow. .. L.
raf ruuh g a-s-sutig W ..I'llgotothe souq and 3 swdle 7 55 7 5o
ha-éshtéri hélu w buy some sweets and g ola ol
bshuufak éi- Ca_sér see you in the late afternoon , aal ﬂs_u i
bass maa rah runh but I won't go roo o b
ga-siinema to the cinema because Lol

la’ énni mashghuul 8l-masa’ I'm busy in the evening  olull Jsadis Y

bébga bruuh shi yoom I'll go another day P i T A
la-haali by myself Al

1. Listen to your plans for the day and fill in the missing words.

CsoCo C):‘J-*—‘—uu‘)dgd_\.c&@| |JS_|
Longial ¥ ¥ Eelall Jlsa goulle
oa wdle pasl s ke LY e
SAle g pad gebayldeladl — deladl

bukra é;-_sébéi_z ¢ andi dars . bag deen rah ruuh ¢ a-s-suug
hawaali és-sacp a {a’énno laazem éshtéri hedivye la-zawjti
la’énno a. rah érjag ¢ a-l-beet hawaali
és-saag a . €s-sadg a arébacz w néss ha-ruvh ¢ a-l-markaz

lé-brittacni la’énno g and!

Circle all the future tense markers you can find in the passage.
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Now work with a teacher or classmate. One of you ask these questions while the other
refers to the passage.

eg ween rah truuh(i) bukra és-3ébh? § el 1,50 (Lf)CJJ:‘ Cooms

rah ruuh g a-ljaamg a. Aaalalle 75525
a. ‘ayysaasa rah truuh(i) ga-suug? ¢ Guadle (Lf)CJJ:‘ o Lol gsl
b, map miin rah truuh(i)? q(g‘)CJJ‘“‘ o s s
c. leesh rakh téshtéri hdiyye ? Taaa Sl T ol
d. gaddeesh rah tag ud(i) huniik? Gelis o (g_).u_’&_ﬁ T o ool
e eemtarah trjag (i) ¢ a-l-beet? fealle (Lf)CAJJ S
f. siw gandak(ek) és-saag a arébzaw ness? ¢ua_‘ 5 elo sl Leleadl dune g

2. Listen and write this week’s schedule in your diary.

-

cless

From the context, can you guess the meaning of mmaktab ¢ aqaari 4 ,lic _5<a?
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EXPRESSIONS OF TIME ¢ Below is a list of useful expressions of time:

bukra
bas‘d bukra
él-yoom

shi yoomn

bukra ’s-séb%h

bukra bap d éd-déh'r
bukra [-masa

bukra b-él-leel

él-ésbuug ¢ j-jacye
sh-shatr éj-jaaye

s-séne j-joaaye

baaéd ésbuug
bag‘d shak'r
bag“d séne
baaed médde
bag‘d lahza
bag“d shwaye

q'abél nid + present verb
baaéd i + present verb
awweal ma + verb

waqét ma + verb

waq'ét + & + present verb
{amma + b + present verb

bass + present verb

tomorrow

the day after tomorrow

today

one day

tOMOorrow morning
tomorrow afternoon
tomorrow evening

tomorrow night

next week
nextmonth

nextyear

in a week

in month

in year

in a short time
in a moment

in a while

before
after

as so01 as
when
when
when

when

Past expressions of time are listed in Chapter 6.

<
LS
ro=d!

po

el 1,0
el 155
APV
bl <

sl el
Lol Lol

g sl s
A
“1-’\.1.4.143—}

w

dube o
Us;l_u_}

Lo sy

ekt L L
dado + Lo s
Jads/Jas + La J
data/das + Lo el
Jada+ o+ i
Jaas v+
Jada +

3. Draw a line between the equivalent future and past expressions of time, for
example

bukra \ s-séne [-maadye
baééd bukra mbaareh:

a.

b.

bukra b-él-leel  gab shwaye
baaéd ﬂahér leelt émbaarei_z
s-séne j-jaave  mén shahr
baﬁéd shwaye awal ém’)aareh

Lasll ] Locall ,<a
c,u.»/usfm.

Lot o NS
ol i BYSRER
ORI O SNV SNy
ol dyl LS LRNE
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FUTURE TENSE OF NOMINAL SENTENCES «¢ Arabic does not use a verb “to be” in simple
nominal sentences in the preseat tense. In the future however, the present tense of the verb
kaan ;< (to be) is used with a future tense marker-—vah - , , ha- - or b(¢) --for example

rah kuun
rah Cnkuiun
rah ykuun
reh Cthuun
rah Sthuun
rah Sthuuni
reh Chuunu

rah ykuuny

Iwill be R Y
we will be OSry
he, it {(m) will be 0y
she, it (f) will be 0SSy,
vou (m) will be OSSry
you (f) will be PSS,
vou (pl) will be I:,_\\,SJ o
they will be I 7

4. Listen and write the verb kaan ;,|S with the tense marker b(é) _, for example

ana bkuun

néhna

[ will be 5550

huwwe

hivye / énte

énti

éntu

hénne

By

)

Y.
wasl/ A
qul

| g3l
“a

Don’t forget that the sound changes in the néhna (o, lttwwe sa and hénne u_a: forms.

5. Rewrite these sentences in the future, for example

eg él-yoom shoob >

<QT;\9_A.::.|¢J:\JI

bukra rah ykuun shoob karmaan OlS Csd s, 150
a. é,t—,taqés mniih. e pullall
bukra [
b.  él-maktabe nxgftuuha, A ptide LS
bukra 50
c.  él-mwazzafiin mawjinediin, Ol s ss u:_an‘,_Ll
bukra 50
d.  ana faadi eola Bl
bukra I
e. énti mashghuule. U gids Al
bukra 1,<
f. éntu b-él-beet RETENN | I P 6Y
bukra 50
g. néhnagaay ediin hoon. Oud Gaaeld fas
bukra [
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HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE? =¢ When talking about how long something will take or how
much it will cost, the word béded . is used with an attached pronoun, for example

gaddeesh bédde waqét? how long with it take? Fesly ouy houd
bass béddo shwaye it will only take a little longer 4. s sus un

6. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A jaahez? ready ¢ yala j
0

B la lissa béddo shwaye. ° Lsdewms Ll Y o
° |

A eemta bikiun jachez? ool oS Al ]

; 5 VINE S
B béddo 7 %%1%11‘?1351% —_—
bikuun jaahez ég%g 54 %g %g 9 g Y | PO

Now work with a teacher or classmate and ask each other whether the following items
are ready to pick up.

O

1Y)

sikhad
@O EuTril
2| ED ] Aa Rk
g
@)sy(}-uam
$2500

7. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A kaan jachez? ¢ yala o€ j
B la lissa béddo shwaye kamaan S8 Lipd e Ll Y o
bass akiid bikuun khaales oad B 58 wST L
lanrma bruuh . _— s a

Now work with a teacher or classmate and discuss when each of the items pictured
above will be ready.
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8. Listen to the conversation, fill in the missing words and answer the questions.

A masa’ él-kheer. aasef g a-t-t akheer. alille il odll clus

I'm sorry for being late

—_

ahlan w sahlan. leesh ' akhkhart? S Al Giad Mg 5] o
A kan lagzem ¢ a-l-féndog gudlle R AT i
ménshaan él-mé’tamar bukra.  conference A5 saasd] placs
sahiih? shu rah bukra? e 1,5 Coosdfpmam o
A és-sébhrah ___ ga-lféndoy gundlle T ol i
ménshaan él-éftitaah. opening ey gl
bag deen rah £ a-s-safeaara 3,Lwlle T O
mérshaan él-éjtimaas ¢ Laial Oléie
mag és-safiir ol o
A wéd-déhr? § elall j
rafh Jii haflet ghada’ clae Uiaa &0 s =
¢ and waziir él-éqtisaad. Sland¥l o5 sie
A whapdéd-délr? Sl gas g T
rah ga-s-safaara 3ylalle s =
la’énno ¢ andi wcgé d delegation ad 5 e Y
mén él-érmam él-méttéhde. Baanllasdl e
A bshuufak él-masa’ lakaan. O el elagsy T
B la aasef. él-masa’ ha —_— s el Y o
b-qa_sér én-nobala’. fii haflet s o P I | R
giid éstalaal lé-foveet. independence e oS YA ] e
A vaa salacm shu méhtammfity! o e f)l.u L i
What, so I'm the last one you think of!
él-asi’le: ALY
a. leesh t'akhkhar? § oAl i
b. shufii bukra és-sébh? Sl 150 5 5
c. ween élghada’? §elaadl oas
d. eera rah yérjag ga-s-safaara? 3 Llle N csvanl
e. shu haykuun fii b-gas’r én-nobala’? Sedbandl yady P Osan sk
f.  mabsuuta hivve? 9 B o giusa
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THE GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONSe¢ Below is a list of government
departments and international organisations in Syria.

él-hakuume Lo oSall

waziir.. ./ wazaaret... Minister. /Ministry of...  ...3,154/... 5235

..éz-ziradgg a Agricultore el 3l

. eth-thagacfe ..Culture LaEadl...

..éd-difags ..Defence g Laall..

...él-égtisaad ...Economics lans¥l...

Et-tarbive ...Education Lo pall.

El-bii’a ..Environment Ll

..&l-maaliyye ..Finance EEN TV

El-khaarijivye .. Foreign Affairs 2_:; sl

..E8-sahha ..Health Laall..

.Et-tag liim él-¢ acli ..Higher Education L:‘J L) hd.a_’l.l I...

...és—sinaaﬁa .. Industry Lelinll ..

Ed-daakhiliyve . Interior Llalall...

...él-iadél .Justice Jaadl..

..él-idaara él-mehalliyye ..Local Administration Lladl 3,101

. El-€glaam .. Information @Lc‘i I...

...él-awqaaf ..Religious Endowments slE Y.

.&s-svaaha ... Tourism Laldl.

El-mwaascd aat .. Transport and Communications <.l gll...

...én-naqél .. Travel Jeasdl..
él-mnazzamaat éd-duwaliyye Ll gl elalanll
[nternational Fund for Agricultural Development IFAD Y el ;31 Loaanll 1 gull §atea
International Labour Organisation (ILO) Ll gudl :J_u_ll Lalita
International Monetary Fund (IMF) P [PXC | v L PRGN
Red Cross / Red Crescent an¥ J)L;JI / saa¥l caliall
United Nations 3aanll ‘4.:‘:! [
Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAQ) Lel ;51 5 L3S 3aanll \M’YI Lalin
UNDP H_)_A_\_“‘.I_ISAA_*..LI‘;.‘SIIC_;L\J%
UNDOF Ll gl lniay | els =l g3
UNESCO <a\,J.a_II‘,g_’qu\_ﬁ_llJ?L_w._u_“d_ls« ﬂll‘u’z’li [
UNFFPA Ol Buasllaa¥ Gyt
UNHCR OriadU 5 ] Baanll oS e lad | i gall
UNICEF Ul s_sé_lll‘a.:‘il Bdua
UNIDO Licliall Laannll 30 “-II\M’YILAJs_La
UNWRA Ontad) Juadnn g o gad B.sa_lLl\uS!I?dlSJ
World Bank ool el
World Food Program (WEP) L.?_lLaJ|“;|AiJ| gl

World Health Organisation { WHO) Ll daall ks,
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9. Fill in your real schedule for this week in the diary below.

ol Lol

elesy

Now work with a teacher or classmate and try to arrange to do the following activities
together:

X

IRl

s

o - X ™~
2l k- =

d. magrad fanni ui“ RNV I
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THE HIJRA CALENDAR ¢ The Hijra calendar is 11 days shorter than the Gregorian calendar.
This means that every year, Islamic holidays fall 11 days earlier than in the previous year. In
addition to this, the precise dates of Islamic holidays are not fixed until shortly before they fall

as they depend on the sighting of the moon.

FESTIVITIES IN SYRIA ¢ Below is a list of public holidays in Syriain 1998. Islamic holidays
are marked with an asterisk * while those marked with a double asterisk ** are important

Islamic occasions but not public holidays in Syria.

kaanuun ét-taani
glid ra’as és-séne
giid él-félr
aadaar
¢ tid és-sawra
¢ tid él-mug allem
¢ tid él-émm
giid él-fEsh
niisaan
béd’ élg amal
b-tawgiit és-seefi
eild él-adha mbaarak
g lid éljalad’
¢ tid ra’as és-séne él-héjriyye
piid ElfESh ésh-sharqi
ayyaar
¢ tid élg émmaal
ﬁéid ésh-shuhada’
tammuiuz
¢ tid él-mawlid én-nabawi
ésh-shariif
téshriin él-awwal
béd’ él-p amal
b-tawgiit ésh-shétawi
téshriin ét-taani

él-harake ét-tashihivye

leelet él-asra’ w él-mag ragj
kanuun éi-awwal
leelet én—né_séf mén .ﬁaibaan

aiid él-rmilaad

January B Gl
New Year(l) Ll oul s dae
End of Ramadan (31)* Heall ae
March 531
Revolution Day (8) (X UV
Teacher's Day (14) ‘ﬁL_LI dae
Mother's Day (21) gw dLae
Easter (30) radll e
April Olea
start of daylight savings (1) Jandl sy

JEVONTPSICPETT
Sacrifice Day (8)* A:J;l_.‘_lJ PN, VS
Evacuation Day (17) eMall aie
H New Year (28)* L yaqll Liall iy e
Orthodox Easter (27) gj Aol padll sae

May S0
Labour Day (1) Jleadl nae
Martyrs’ Day (6) slagadl e
July 59
Prophet’s Birthday (7)* Q;)T‘;‘JI el e
NgENT

October Js¥ ! s
end of daylight savings (1) Jeadl o
il eyl

November P ¥ [V
Anniversary of wl < yall

the Correctionist Movement
The Ascension (15)** ¢ | yall 5 o ¥ 2]

December Ja¥l Heal&
Holy Night (3)** 5 lad e Chanll 4]
Christmas (25) Ol e
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10. Work with a teacher or classmate. Discuss in Arabic what occasions you think
these pictures represent and write the Arabic underneath, for example

eg ramadean

S

= |
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OPINIONS e¢ There are several ways to say “think” or “believe” or “consider” in Arabic

bzénn énno... Ithink/suppose that. .. RSV
béftéker énno... Ithink/believe/consider that... ... ,<58,
gamjakker... I'm considering... JSA pe
bég téged énno... I believe that... L4a] ddna
bera’ii in my opinion... (g
fakkart énno... I thought that... YRy g:: s
Each of these expressions has a slightly different usage. Compare these sentences:
baénn énno bukra g étle Glle 15K ] e
bég téqed énno és-safaara mg attale Ulaa o 3 Ll 4n] a85ay
gamfakker shu béddi g mel Jacl (S s X pe

b-ra’ii mumken énno ruuh g ala Bluudan  5lasls e ¢ 55 5] (Sas o]
béfiéker rah yikuun bar'd ktiir huniik cliiga A0S0 50 56, LSOa
bass fakkart énno bruuh Com G =S8

g ala kéll haal anyway Je K JLe

11. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A eemtafii gétle? (ke 3 Sl j
B él-ésbuug él-jacye L*sléll [T | JE—
fii g iid él-adha. QPSS UV o
A shu gam tsacwi fiih? Tbgslai— ae g ]
B hansagfer to travel Al -
¢ dla lébnaan Olad e
A shu rumken Ofaa & ]
nésaawi b-iébnaan? § ol sl
gam nzuur Bag lbek. weblas s — 2 o
A la, shéfnaha, labaa oy j
ménruuh mnétzailaj, CJ e e
Faraaya ahsan. Cuad LI,

Now work with a teacher or classmate and discuss what you are considering doing for
these holidays:

a. giid él-milaad Sl e
b piid élfElr il i
c. giid él-fésh il e

d. giid él-mawlid all e
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GREETINGS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS ¢ Syrians have specific greetings for every occasion.
Each pair listed below represents the greeting and its reply in masculine form. Don’t forget to
make the necessary changes if you are speaking to a woman or a group.

For annual occasions including New Y ear, Christmas, Ramadan or a birthday, say

kéll és-séne w énte saalerm  may you be safe every year ‘AJ Lo sl s 4w S

w énte saalem and you plw =l

There is also a more formal Ramadan greeting

ramadan mbaarak have a blessed Ramadan Ayl o,

galeenaw galeek and you elale 5 Liale
For general congratulations say

mabruuk congratulations ya

allah ybaarak fiik may God bless you el o 500
or when someone has just had a baby

mbaarak ma éjak may God bless your newly born elal bs &l 5L

allah ybaarak fiik may God bless you el o 00 U
or after any felicitous occasion including engagements and weddings

mbaarak ma g nélt may God bless what ealace Lol ;L

vou have done
allah ybaarak fiik may God bless you el o 500

When greeting someone who has just returned from a trip, or from hospital, say
él-hamd éllah g a-s-salaame  praise God for your safety Ladtadle <l saall
allah ysalimak may God keep you safe elaleay LI

or to someonie who has just recovered from a serious illness or operation

él-hamd éllah s a-l- ¢ agfiyye  praise God for your recovery Loslalle <l saall

allah yas aafiik may God give you health elaalay o]
while upon hearing that someone has died

éi-@émér éllak may God give you a longer life  cll] yaall

allah ysellmeak may God keep you laleas LI
On a lighter note, if vou see someone has just had a bath or a haircut, say

nag imaan blessings LA_).«_‘

allah yéng am g aleek may God bless you elile P 1
and when someone sneezes

sahha may God give you health FA

g ala galbak may health come to you cbls e

and finally, at the end of a meal say to the host
daayme may God always provide food
sahteen may it give you health Aaia
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12. Listen to the conversation and fill in the missing words.

A kéll és-séne w énti saalme. Ul Sl 5 Lo K [
B wénte saalem Ml sl sy o
A shu hatsaawi 7 e ng s g j
B ha-ttasal b-érmmiw abi b-ostraalya. L1 5wl o1 5 ol Jalls o

ttasal, yéuésel b- totelephone o Juats (st

w hag mel b-él-beet. o Il Jacla
tfadal. Joass
A shukran. samfakker sadfer ¢ ala halab. . e 5l JSA pe IJS..::. j
B shu fii b-halab? §la PN
A fi b-naadi él-arman. s ¥l ol — 5 ]
B énsha’ allah bténbéset. v dllela ol o
I hope vou will enjoy (vourself)
A wénti kamaan, oS Bl [

Now work with a teacher or classmate. Imagine you meet during each of the following
occasions. Greet each other and discuss what you are thinking of doing.




