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FUNCTION B: AROUND THE HOUSE|

DERIVED VERB FORMS OVERVIEWse You should now be familiar with verbs Types I, V
and VIIL In fact, there are nine derived verb forms, making a total of ten verb “Types”. Each
Type follows a fixed pattern into which the verb rootis slotted. The simplest pattern and
closest to the root itself is Type [. Each subsequent pattern is slightly more complicated and
gives a meaning “derived” from the root. Knowing both the root meaning and verb patterns
will often allow vou to work out the meaning and pronunciation of a new word without
referring to a dictionary. Below is a reference table summarising the patterns and semantic
implications of all ten verb types (tvpes IV and IX have not been included because they are
rarely used in Syrian Colloguial).

Type Past Present Semantic Implications ¢ oball Ul
I Calyal, véC,Coal, action Jado Jas
II CaC,CyaCy  yCal,CelC, (lintransitive >) transitive J-"—“—J Jas

(I transitive >)causative

(I transitive >)intensified aciton

I CaalalC, yCaalel, reciprocal action J.cLL; Jela

(I acquiring =) investing quality

v tCal,CalC, yétC,al,Cal, reflexive of II Jasn Jass
passive of II

may involve social activites

VI tCaaC,CuaC,yétCaaC,CaC,  reflexive of III Jelan, Jelas
passive of III

to bear the resemblance of the action

VII nCaCuC, yénCECel, reflexive of I Jais Jaasl

passive of [

VI CpaCaC, yéCHCel, active (often no I Jadsy Jais!
X staC,C,aC, yéstaC,CeC, toseek to do the action Jadite Jaasl

atributes quality of action to s.0./th.
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1. Verb type recognition game. Identify the types of each pair of verbs (listed in
past tense) and write their type numeral and common root, for example

eg khalas | Rhallas > 1711 kh-I-s

a.

to finish / to finish s.th. a—J—¢ 1/ 11 jals / el

gallam | ts allam ta teach / to learn ‘Ala_“‘ / ‘Alc
gaabal | stagbal ta meet / to receive (ie seek to meet) Jasnal/ Ll
nézel | nazzal to go down / to let off (a bus) JJ_. / dx
raafoy | tracfag to accompany/ to be accompanied Gal,a / Galy

jaawab | stajwab

to reply/ to interview

bl /osle

twadafeq / ttafa to agree/ to be in agreement aasl/ salss
gatal | ngatal to kill / to be killed Jadsl / Jas
saraf / tsarraf tospend / to behave Gyt /Gy

daras | darreas

to study / to teach

59/ m 9

g émel [ stgamal to do / to use Jeriwl / Jae
ﬁaamal / rﬁaam[ to treat / to be treated Joln / Jsle
shaghghal | shtaghal to operate (something) / to work Jaal / J_a_..z
hagmearn [ sthogn to acheive/ to deserve :;ml / 3.3;
nagal [ ntagal ta transport/ to move house Jissl/ Jds
shébeh | shtabal: to resemble / to suspect Lokl /e
khanag | khaanag to choke / to fight s.0. Galas/ gaa
die | dayyeg to become lost / to lose s.th. C;u.a / e

hassan / thassan

to improve s.th. / to improve

w w

Creaads [/ Geans

gaar / stg aar

to lend / to borrow

sl /osle
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CaCal, VEC,CaC, I Jrio Jas
CaC,CaC, yCaC,CeC, i Jai Jas
CaaCal, yCaaCel, 111 Jeliy Jels
1CaC,Cal, yétCaC,CaC, \ Jain, Jais
tCaaC,CialC, VétCaaC,CaC, VI Jelan, Jelas
nCaCaC, ¥énCECeC, VII Jas Jaasl
CtaC aC, YECHEC Ly VIII Jaisy Jaksl
staC,CaC, véstaC,CeC, X Jai Jadnl

2. Verb type recognition game. Make verbs from these roots and link them to their
meaning, for example

eg fh-m> I pe—d
féhem to understand MJ

a. f-h-m II pe—d
b. f-h-m VI pre—d
c. f~h-m X f—b—d
d. gte I Tt
e gig II gLk
f. gte VII gk
g grd I e
h. g-rf II e
i g VIII =,

to cut to inquire to know

to cut into pieces to explain, make understand to introduce

to be cut off to discuss, reach an understanding to confess

with one another



SYRIAN COLLOQUIAL 313

A VERY HANDY VERB ¢ One root used very frequently in Syrian in a variety of types and
idiomsist-l-p all . First compare the meanings of the different types:

I
téles (@) to go out, up (_) el
II
_mllaﬁ, y_ta[leé to take s.0. out CJ.L_J ‘CJW_L
to earn
v
ttallag, yétallas to look el ol
AP
taaleg, -a, -iin to appear (e cd— ‘8L|a
Now look at how many idiomatic uses they have:
I
huwnve tleg magi he went out with me o e s
téleg magio. . leera b-él-jeebe Loalbiz,d o, asall

[ found 500 lira in my pocket
sa’alt “ktiir wtéles magi énno muu nnaaseb ol g Gl e pdle g oS el

[ asked and asked, and discovered that it wasn’t appropriate

téleg -li malyoon leera b-él-yaanasiib TIPSR BN | I N [ PN Y gJ ol
[ won a million lira in the lottery
haawelt ktiir bass maa téles-li shi s L"ﬁJ CJ-'a Lo G 58S el gla
[ tried and tried, but nothing happened
maa byétlag b-iidl Ican’t doit gs-‘—:l—.' ¢J-|=—:—‘ Ls
({it. it's not within my reach)
té ¢ t b-ét-telefézyoon Iwason TV O alll el
téles khélgi ¢ alech I lost my temper with him wle L“ﬁ_“tzJA CJ_L
btétias shi khaarse she isabout five Lewan g_..z tJ.la:\_\
II
la ttaileg -li khélzi don’t make me angry Sl ol ¥
tallag t g yuuni mén é sh-shégh'l I'mfed up with work Jiidl e Agme caalls
tallag t roohi [ tried my hardest 5o wall
miin ;:al!a@t ha-l-iﬂaa@a? who started thisrumour? Sdeliyla CJ_L Crme
v
haaje téttalias fiini! stop staring at me! PR CJ.L_“.J ala
laa Bttallay ¢ aleey, muu ana yalli saaweeta! | PR I I BY PO ‘g—..‘h CJ_L_“.; ¥
don’t look at me, [ didn’t do it!
AP
tacles khélzgi to be agitated, nervous, angry LfEJA CJ U

taales b-telefizyoon tobeon TV S alndl QJ U



314

INTEGRATED ARABIC

TYPE Il VERBS e¢ As vou saw in the verb type table, Type II verbs can be the transitive (takes
an object) of an intransitive (doesn’t take an object) Type [, for example

naddaf, ynaddef
Cazza[, yzazze[
lammag, ylammeg
rattab, veatteb
kannas, yvkannes
sallah, ysalleh
pallay, yealleg
sakkar, vsakker
gabba, yg abbi
maé éal, y.ﬁaé ﬁei
haddar, yhadder
jarrab, viarreb
ghayyar, yghayyer
dayyag, ydayyeg
derwwar, ydawwer
garrar, ygarrer
baliash, yvballesh
karmmed, vkarnimel
khallas, vkhalles

to clean

to spring clean
to polish

to tidy

to sweep

to mend

to hang up (a picture)
to close

to fill

to light

to prepare
totry

to change

to lose

to look for

to decide

to begin

to complete

to finish

or a causative form of the Type I action, for example

labbas, viabbes
fayyay, yfayyeq
nashshaf, vnashshef
jaddad, vjadded
khaffaf, ykhaffef
gassar, ygasser
garrab, vgarreb
baz aad, ybaz aed

to dress (s.0.)

to wake (s.0.) up
to dry

ta renew

to lighten, lessen
to shorten

to bring closer

to move further away
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If the Tvpe I verb is already transitive, Tvpe II can express an intensified action, for example

gatlas, ygafles
kassar, vkasser

to cut/chop up

to break into pieces

IDIOMS e¢ Common expressions using Type II verbs include:

terwwel baalak!
terwwli baciek!
terwwinr baalkon!
khabberni, khabbriini
bkhabbrak, -ek

be patient! (to a man)
be patient! (to a woman)
be patient! (to a group)
let me know

'l let you (m) know
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3. Listen to the passage, fill in the missing Type II verbs and answer the questions.

I | ;’:)Y csall el 2 Bde @ 3AT oo

—A&:\Jy.obijjjl|—j¢ikjfl

SY sl e il e s en¥ Bl e Jlal 5 g, Liad]
mafruushecat furnishings eliyybe
daftar él-¢ anaawiin address book Cmslaadl suay
maktab ¢ agaari real estate agent olic s
méftah idacfi spare key sl rlhas
rarziiut oil = y5ks

hayy dakhadt méftaah él-beet ié-jdiid. laazem él-beet mniih

awwal shi w él-mafruushaat. baideen bt

él-mutkayyif w ét-telefézyoon w bag d ma kell

haad, ha ¢ ala daftar él-p anacwiin hatta éttésel b-él-maktab

éls agaari w as’al gan és-satelaayt w g an él-méftach él-idagft la’énno

o. wétlob maazut [é-sh-shoofaaj.
él-as’ile: LY
a. shu béddo yagmel avvwal shi? § i Jol Jans sy 5
b. leesh hayéutésel b-él-makiab él-¢ agaari? Fsoliadl oIl Jatiaa il
c. eemta haydawwer g a-d-dftar él- ¢ anaawiin? Comglall ymanlle jouaa Sl

d. ween él-méftach él-idaafi? ¢ Al - el oy
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VERBAL NOUNS OF TYPE Il s¢ The easiest verbal noun pattern to recognise is Type IL:
tal, G, Joasn

-

Remember a verbal noun is a noun that comes from the action of the verb.

4. Root recognition game. Make verbal nouns from these verbs and guess their
meaning (choose from the words listed below), for example

eg darrab > tadriib training PERNE R %34
a.  naddaf aley
b. ghayyar Juvs
c. saflah é’_‘é
d. rattab g_j 0
e. haddar J:AA
f. sawwar J;...a
g.  dakhkhan A
h. marran ;,t)_e
. gallam ‘J_g
j.  massad Jia
k. darras u;..i,d

cleaning smoking tidving preparation

education practice teaching training

photography repairing representation / acting

PARTICIPLES OF TYPE Il ¢ Active and passive participles of Type II verbs are made by
simple adding rr- 2 before the stems of the past and present verb forms, for example

yg allem > mg allem he teaches > one who teaches ‘,J.a_a < H.a.:
gddlam > my allam he taught > one who is taught ‘sla_a < ‘;L:

5. Root recognition game. Draw a line between matching verbal nouns and participles,
for example

E3

a. tapliim msalieh rlas ﬁd":‘

b.  taswiir mdarres u*u-u el
c. tadriib msawwer ‘,3_..4..5 NP
d. tadriis mg allem ‘AL_A L D
e. tasliif: nvnssel J:Iu ol

f. tamsiil mdarreb PR Johas
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OBLIGATION AND INTENTION e¢ These words can be used before present tense verbs to

express intention and obligation:
HAaWE, Reawye, haawyiin

gala +anached pronoun

to intend to...

to be obliged to...

sl Ll gl
J:IA.A.b +L>J_C

The first is an active participle and the second a preposition. Look at these examples:

naawi g mel reejiim

Ca!eey.ﬁégﬁéf kiiir

I have lots of work to do

I'm going to go on a diet poaay Jacel 5500

CLARIFYING INTENTION e¢ These expressions are used to clarify intention:

skt gasdak? what do youmean? Selinat g

gasdi... Imean... (g

yaghi... Imean... Lﬁ_u_w‘

g naata... Imean... o lalias
IDIOMS ¢

mriceer bisiir impossible, no way e e

vésiéfiu! let them do what they want! Hoglida

6. Listen to the conversation, fill in the missing words and circle all the Type II

verbs.
A shu
B hayy hatroka faadye 1é-1-dyvuuf
larmma véju mén ostraalya.
A sk tétroka heek
biduun faré& 7
A khailiiha Ié-i-akhiir.
baliesh awwal b-ghérfet én-noom
w baﬁd mat khalles
laczem karmmel aghraad él-matbakh,
W bag deen tartiib
élghérfe le-sghiire Ié-I-wlaad.
A bass heek
lé-wlaad vadkhdu él-ghérfe lé-sghiire
w ié-kbiire btétga 1é-I-dyvuuf.
B hénne béddon

g atithon él-ghérfe lé-sghiire

tsacwi b-ha-l-ghérfe? S35 adlg golwi o &

iyl Tl S 5la
clon S,y

SRR G

leaveit . a3 Le_).IA -

ool Lajay Jof culy
oals Leosay

bl a5l fu a5y
s G
¥ U 3 mieal | 25
Symieeal | La,aldl | gl oY gy

Gl i3l

REYURN
il Ta,all elacl



